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Fran Wachtel & Charlotte Drake-Brockman – Some Observations 
 

 

Deep in the grey green silent bush, at 

Maules Creek, the caravan had burned to 

the ground. Not even a bucket to wash the 

baby in. Fran, Peter and little Jack were 

stunned, cracking black humour about the 

loss. Which wasn’t much, Fran said, so not 

much to worry about. That year we had 

wild piglet for Christmas and laughed a lot. 

They were indomitable and brave and 

brought up wonderful bush babies – all 

boys – without electricity or running water 

but wilderness and love all around.  

 

At Appleogue, on the back road Barraba, 

a house and a kiln were built, and ceramics 

sold well at Sydney markets because of 

Fran’s flair. We all had the best of times. 

Three fine young men, the Wachtel boys, 

Jack, Darcy and Harry grew out of the 

untouched bush flats and ranges like strong 

gum trees, and Fran is now a recognized 

artist in many media – still indomitable, 

brave, funny, insightful, and with a 

wonderful ability to make art out of what 

she sees. 

 

Maules Creek landscape is now flattened 

for a coal mine. 

 

Kirsten Garrett  

Long-time friend and ABC Radio National 

Journalist  

 

 

My mother the artist 

 

Ever since childhood I have conjured a 

grandiose vision of the quintessential artist. 

Carefully groomed and well-spoken, tea 

sipping socialites who forever reference in a 

monochromatic tone, they smell slightly of 

linseed oil and tobacco as they gingerly 

distance themselves from their 

professionally stretched canvases and 

squint with their heads tilted ever so slightly 

to one side. 

 

Few of them have welding burns or clothes 

filled with holes from molten metal. My 

mother has never been one to subscribe to 

the quintessential. 

 

Son and heir to the Watchel Fortune 

 

I’ve known Charlotte since the 1970’s when 

she came into one of my dye workshops 

and made a huge piece of painted batik 

the size of a large wall. That’s Charlotte: 

larger than life, and an unusually 

imaginative and versatile artist. She works in 

a large variety of media – from classical 

paintings to welded iron. 

 

She makes insane insects out of plastic 

bags and beads, which are so filled with 

character that you can’t help laughing. 

She makes cats out of electrical gadgets 

and hair curlers, books out of beer cans, 

and can paint a mean cabbage, a 

frequent artist’s model. 

 

I own a lot of her works, but my very 

favourite is a large lead ship with beaded 

copper rigging. The crew is made of 

sardine can lids and consists of Charlotte 

and I – both with literally silicone breasts - 

my husband and several others, together 

with two haughty cats [made from the 

pop-tops of drink cans] who sit in the 

rigging. 

 

There are not enough artists who can make 

you laugh with joy, and we must treasure 

them – as I treasure Charlotte. 

 

Inga Girvan Hunter 

 

The person with the most Charlotte Drake-

Brockman’s and Fran Wachtel’s in her yard 

wins. I mean to be that person. I have a 

corrugated cow, sheep, crows, chickens, 

dogs, some rippled laundry ‘blown’ against 

the fence and even an American Bald 

Eagle. Through her I have my only Family 

Portrait in oils – of my cat Whiskey.  I love 

the continual reinvention of her artistic 

practice along with the ubiquitous 

sketchbook that has seen her through 

many trips, hospital stays, life’s traumas and 

pleasures. In a few minutes she can conjure 

up the essence of a bug or bee with found 

materials; her basketry is a revelation and 

her pop-up books are a joy, as is Charlotte. 

Don’t leave home without her.  

Janet De Boer, OAM 



My association with both artists goes back 

more than a quarter of a century. I knew of 

Charlotte’s work before I met her and when 

I did finally meet her I realized the qualities 

in her work matched the artist. She was a 

live wire then and has remained so all these 

years. Age may have wearied her but not 

much. I met Fran some years later and it 

didn’t take long to realize that she had a 

particular talent that was slowly 

developing. The teaming of these two 

amazing women seems unlikely for some 

reason but it must be the yin and yang that 

has sustained their partnership for all these 

years. 

 

Working relationships need balance and 

Fran and Charlotte have certainly found 

that. Charlotte comes across to the 

uneducated as slightly eccentric and Fran 

gives the impression of a more ordered well 

thought out person. Impressions can be 

deceiving. I am sure underneath there is 

that same eccentricity bubbling away and 

the sense of order that Fran projects sits at 

the heart of Charlotte’s reasoning. They 

have worked together on projects for 

twenty years so they must have found that 

fine line that makes it all run smoothly. 

 

They are both totally committed to their 

practice and always manage to come up 

with interesting and exciting results. The 

things they do with recycled material has to 

seen to be believed and appreciated. I am 

never disappointed with their work. It is fun, 

it is whimsical but usually at the heart of it 

lies a message. Their deep concern for the 

environment. We need artists exactly like 

Fran and Charlotte who use their work to 

engage the public. They are the bridge 

between art and the community. 

 

Trevor Weekes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Murrurundi is the home of metal sheep, 

which cannot be avoided when driving 

along the New England Highway through 

this Upper Hunter town as they greet you 

when you approach from either direction! 

Murrurundi is also the home of Charlotte 

Drake-Brockman and Fran Wachtel the 

hands and ideas behind these replica 

jumbucks. These two female tin snips cut, 

join, hammer, bash, screw, slice and paint 

swatches of tin, that in their hands, become 

art. One of these artists was nurtured in fibre 

the other in clay and slowly but ever so 

carefully together they learned and 

assisted each other to understand and 

fashion tin in unique and very pleasing 

forms. This is no high fine art, better, much 

better this is cutting edge in your face 

creations which quite consciously and very 

often deliver public and social comments 

on our everyday existence. Sometimes, 

however, the work is simply decorative and 

beautiful, fashioned to grace our homes. 

Maitland Regional Art Gallery (MRAG) has 

opened its doors to this duo, to together, 

create an exhibition comprising of new 

works for us in the Lower Hunter to be 

informed by and to talk about. For this we 

thank them because it is not often that they 

leave their shed and take the opportunity 

to work and display so much and in so 

large a format. Balance ? will prove to be, I 

am sure, an exhibition, which will delight, 

entertain and educate all that care to visit 

MRAG. I encourage you all to come and 

enjoy just as these two makers enjoyed the 

making. 

Joseph Eisenberg OAM 

Cultural Director 

Maitland Regional Art Gallery 

 



There are two things I love about Charlotte 

Drake-Brockman - her sense of humour and 

her ever-present sketchbook. Combine 

these two for her work as a mixed media 

artist and there's a vast scope for 

expression, using materials like recycled 

metals, plastics, paper, canvas and paint. 

 

Charlotte's art is in the tradition of slightly 

mad, eccentric geniuses like Australian 

cartoonist & sculptor Bruce Petty and 

Rowland Emett, the English cartoonist and 

constructor of whimsical sculptures. 

 

Charlotte & I both lived in Southampton in 

Hampshire (at different times), a county 

with a strong tradition of eccentric artists. 

Combine that with a rich history of living in 

wild & woolly parts of Australia, how could 

she not be constantly churning ideas into 

multi-media sculptures with an edge!  

 

Who else would use rusting second-hand 

corrugated iron to construct a train of 

twelve decorated coal trucks, surely a 

comment on the coal/wine conundrum in 

the Hunter Valley? Charlotte & Fran have 

been birthing flocks & herds of various 

livestock in Fran’s beautiful little cottage in 

Murrurundi for years and have produced 

many installations around the area. This 

exhibition will be a cracker! 

 

As a teacher, multi-media artist, sketcher & 

painter Charlotte finds so many ways to 

make people look at life with a laugh. 

 

Garry Benson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As artists, Charlotte and Fran have 

collaborated in creating and selling their 

extraordinary tin-work for many years. As 

individuals they produce a wonderful 

variety of works, often of a whimsical 

nature. Charlotte is a mixed media artist, 

Fran a painter and sculptor. 

 

We formed a painting group of four to 

exhibit at Haydon Hall, Murrurundi, 

beginning with still-lifes at each others 

homes, followed last year by painting pubs 

and their views. At this stage we are all too 

busy, but hope to continue our group. The 

painting together, camaraderie and 

lunches are sorely missed. 

 

Charlotte and Fran have a great sense of 

humour and fun, enjoying life to the full, 

which is evident in their work. 

 

Teresa Byrne 
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 BALANCE ?   2012 recycled metal, dimensions variable (installation at Maitland Regional Art Gallery) 
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27. Ute I  2012 recycled metal, 50 x 22 

 

 

 

 

 
 27. Ute II  2012 recycled metal, 50 x 22 

 



 

 

 

 

 
7. Closed General Store  2011 recycled metal, 1.5 x 45 

 

 

 

 
26. Excavator lII  2012 recycled metal, 1.3 x 900 

 



 

 
3. Lost Property 2011 recycled metal, 700 x 360 

 

 

 

 

 
6. Abandoned Mill 2011 recycled metal, 900 x 580 

 



 

 
5. Abandoned Shearing Shed 2011 recycled metal, 800 x 600 

 

 

 
 26. Excavator IV  2012  recycled metal, 1,2 x 900 

 



 

 

 

 

 
13. Excavator I  2011 recycled metal, 1m x 500 

 

 

 

 
12. Nandewar I  2012 recycled metal, 1.2 x 500 



 

 

 

 
 28. Bulldozer 2012 recycled metal, 1.5 x 1.80 

 

 

 
8. Blandford Suburbs  2011 recycled metal, 1m x 500  shed 400 x 400 



 

 
4. Lost Soul  2011 recycled metal, 800 x 650 

 

 

 
 14. Coal Tip Truck  2011 recycled metal, 550 x 640 

 

 



 
 19. Ewe  2012 recycled metal, 90 x 70 

 

 

 
 10. Ram 2012 recycled metal, 1.2 x 500 

 



 
 16. Dairy Cow 2012 recycled metal, 1.40 x 1.10o 

 

 

 
 9. Beef Cow 2012 recycled metal, 1.50 x 1.20 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  Train & Coal Trucks  (detail of parts 1-13) 2012 recycled metal, 4m x 5m 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 Train & Coal Trucks  (detail of parts 1-13) 2012 recycled metal, 1.50 x 90 

 

 

 

 
 Train & Coal Trucks  (detail of parts 1-13) 2012 recycled metal, 1.50 x 90 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 Train & Coal Trucks  (detail of parts 1-13) 2012 recycled metal, 1.5 x 90 

 

 

 

 

 
 Train & Coal Trucks  (detail of parts 1-13) 2012 recycled metal, 1.50 x 90 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 Train & Coal Trucks  (detail of parts 1-13) 2012 recycled metal,  1.50 x 90 

 

 

 

 
 Train & Coal Trucks  (detail of parts 1-13) 2012 recycled metal, 1.50 x 90 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 Train & Coal Trucks  (detail of parts 1-13) 2012 recycled metal, 1 50 x 90 

 

 

 

 

 
 Train & Coal Trucks  (detail of parts 1-13) 2012 recycled metal, 1.50 x 90 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Train & Coal Trucks  (detail of parts 1-13) 2012 recycled metal, 1.50 x 90 

 

 

 

 
 Train & Coal Trucks  (detail of parts 1-13) 2012 recycled metal, 1.50 x 90 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Train & Coal Trucks  (detail of parts 1-13) 2012 recycled metal, 1.50 x 90 

 

 

 

 

 
 Train & Coal Trucks  (detail of parts 1-13) 2012 recycled metal,1.50 x 90 

 



 

 

 

 

 
15. Nandewar II  2012 recycled metal,   1.20 x 90 

 

 

 



 

 
 Fran Wachtel & Charlotte Drake-Brockman, Murrurundi 15 March 2012 

 
Fran Wachtel and Charlotte Drake-Brockman 

 

Collaborations from 2000             2003 Thursday Plantation 

  Sculpture Show, Ballina 

2001 Murrurundi Shire Gateways 

2002 Telstra Float Tamworth Music Festival 

2003 Mural Upper Hunter Shire Council, 

Merriwa Main Street 

2004 Murrurundi Public School Soccer Players 

2004 Blandford Public School Wall Climbers 

2005 Goodwood Farm, Timor Mare & Foal 

2006 St Mary’s School, Scone Welcome Sign 

2006 Colly Creek Station, Quirindi Cattle & 

Sheep 

2010 Haydon Hall Screen, Murrurundi 

 

   

  2010/11 Group4 paintings at 
  Haydon Hall, Murrurundi 
 

  

 

Exhibitions 

 

2003 Thursday Plantation Sculpture Show 

Ballina 

2004 Tin Things, Weswal Gallery Tamworth 

2005 The Art of Sheep EKKA Brisbane 

2006 Recycled Sheds of the Upper Hunter, 

Muswellbrook Regional Art Centre 

2007 Technology & Tin Forsight Gallery, 

Newcastle 

Tin Stuff, Gloucester Gallery 

From the Farmyard, Bikram Gallery, 

Brookvale 

2008 A Day at the Sea, Bikram Gallery, 

Brookvale 

2009 Both Views, Gunnedah Arts Centre, 

Gunnedah 

2010/11 Group 4 paintings, Haydon Hall, 

Murrurundi 

 
 
 

 



Fran Wachtel 

 

Studied ceramics in Melbourne in the  

late ‘70s spending time working at 

commercial potteries at Berwick Omeo and 

Wedderburn.  Moved to Western New South 

Wales in 1983 and set up a pottery 

specialising in small ceramic sculpture. 1988 

began dabbling in bronze and pewter with 

Glen Young of Precious Possession of 

Paddington.  Moved to Murrurundi in 1990.  

 

1996 accepted by Esther Bellis as a student 

to learn bronze sculpture. 2001 began to 

collaborate with Charlotte Drake-

Brockman.  I still continue to exhibit and do 

my own work.  I have been lucky to have 

inspired by generous mentors and I am 

proud to have supported my family from my 

work for a quarter of a century. 

 Stall holder Paddington & Rocks Markets 

1984/2000  

2010 ‘A Point of View’ Haydon Hall, 

Murrurundi 

2010 ‘Almost Famous’, Before it all Began 

Gallery, Newcastle 

2010 Still Life Exhibition, Haydon Hall, 

Murrurundi 

2011 ‘A Guitar Shaped World’, Tamworth 

Regional Art Gallery 

2011 Pubs’ Eye View, Haydon Hall, Murrurundi 

  

My work is collected in Australia and overseas 

by people who paid for it. 

 
Charlotte Drake-Brockman 

 

Born and educated in the United Kingdom.  

Attended Farnham School of Art then 

moved to London and worked in publishing 

and as the office administrator for the Byam 

Shaw School of Drawing & Painting, an 

independent art school.  Migrated to 

Australia in 1964 and was introduced to 

fibre arts in 1970’s.  Board Member of the 

then Craft Council of NSW and worked on 

Liz Jeneid’s exhibition committees.  Moved 

to Murrurundi, attended art school at 

Newcastle University, worked for TAFE as an 

art teacher until retirement! 

 

 2010 ‘Point of View’ Haydon Hall, Murrurundi 

2009:Tasmania 1:1000,000 Mapping the Island 

Fairfield City Museum & Stein Gallery, fibre 

exhibition 

2008: Retrospective at Haydon Hall, 

Murrurundi 

2007/09/11: Fairfield City, Stein Gallery, fibre 

exhibitions. 

Work in The Power House, Sydney  

Max Watters Collection, 

TAFE Toowoomba Artists’ Book Collection 

 

 


